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THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


this is trying, discouraging, and very perplexing. 
It is hard to know why a poor man would refuse 
money ; a hungry man, bread ; a naked man, cloth- 
ing; a weary man, rent; and although we might 
have all they need, we would And it hard to relieve 
them, if they should be unwilling to accept our aid. 
There is a dullness of hearing that is worse than 
deafness, and there is a dullness of comprehension 
that is worse than ignorance or stupidity. "Will- 
ful ignorance and presumptuous sins are hard to be 
removed. Indifference and inactivity are hard 10 
be remedied. The blind and deaf may he taught, 
but it is hard to utter any truth in such a way as 
to be understood by those who ara dull of hearing 
because they are unwilling. Such were some of 
those to whom the apostle wrote; and the genera 
tionsof those who "are dull of hearing" and who 
make the many things we have to say «f Jesus 
"hard to be uttered," has not yet passed away. 

We have many things to say of Jesus. He in 
the Word ol God ; he is Iinmanuel— God with us; 
he ir the fulfillment of the law and the prophets ; 
he is our Redeemer and only Savior ; hu is our 
Lord and Teacher, our high-priest and our King; 
he is our mediator, our righteousness, our all ; he 
ia the resurrection and the life, the Judge of the 
living and the dead. Of him we have everything 
to say that should be held most dear, most import- 
ant and most sacred ; but these things "are hard 
to be uttered" so as to be understood and appreci- 
ated by those who "are dull ol hearing," who have 
closed the avenues to the heart— to the understand- 
ing and the will— against the vehicles of truth. 
They neither hear the thunders of God's law from 
Sinai or the calls of Jesus from Zion. They have 
been brought up in a land of gospel light and 
religious liberty, in the enjoyment of every oppor 
tunity and privilege that could reasonably be asked 
for or exacted ; they have been preached to, pray- 
. ed for, and plead with, but all in vain. They 
ought to be preachers, or missionaries, or teachers, 
or, at least, good, strong, healthy Christians; but 
it is with them, as with the Hebrews of old, they 
have need that one teach them 'again which he 
the fiiit principles of the oracles of God." Many 
arc not even "born of the word of God," and con- 
sequently cannot enjoy so much as "the. sincere 
milk of the word." Then there are others who 
have been members of the church lor a long time 
who ought to 1h> "of full age," able to endure 
"strony meat," hut they are only "babes" needing 
"milk and not strong meat." They, probably, will 
remain bstbeaor never be more than dwarfs. Thej 
enjoy all the conditions of spiritual growth ami 
vigor, hut they will not freely breathe the pure 
atmosphere of the kingdom of heaven, drink deep 
from the well of life, nor feast upon the true manna. 
To all such we would say, "We have many things 
to say" to you of Jesus, ol the ChrisUan life, of 
your dutieB and privileges; but all these things, 
with their momentous importance for time and eter- 
nity, "are hard to be uttered seeing ye are dull of 
hearing." 

To divest the subject of all figures we will say 
that there arc many who are not »s good anil use- 
ful as they oueht to be when their advantages are 
considered. There are many in the church who 
have good minds, and strong and heal hy bodies, 
and some of them have hou*is and lands and other 
property and money. They have the ability and 
means and also the opportunities to do good. 
They ought to pray, and talk, and work for the 
success of the church. They should give freely 
and cheerfully of the abundance which God has 
given them for paying off the debt on Ashland 
College . to support the Evangelist, and all our 
evangelists and ministers; to build churches, to 
send out tracts, to put Bibles and Uymuodies into 
our churches, to supply our Sunday Schools with 
whatever may be necessary for their success, and 
to help with every good work. Members should 
seek opportunities for doing goad, instead of clos- 
ing their ayes, and ears, and hearts, and purses 
against them. It i« not expected that any one 
should give more, or do more, or even feel and say 
more than he can ; but it is the duty of every one to 
do something, and according to his ability. These 
things, and many more, we have to say ; hut truly 
they "are hard to be uttered" so as to produce 


the designed effect, because you are not willing 
and desirous to hear, and see, and understand and 
act. Oh, how I do wish thai I could utter just one 
sentence, or one solitary word, that would stir us 
up to perform our duties 1 Lord make us willing 
and help us to speak and act aright. 
Lathrop , Cal. ^^^__^ 


HUH Wanting. 

I am prompted to write something in favor of 
Ashland College, yet after reading the earnest ap- 
peals in the Semi Editorials. I feel as though there 
were scarcely anything left lor me to write. Nev- 
ertheless, astonishment is taking hold of tne because 
of the seeming indifference in the brotherhood in 
regard to the College. It dues almost appear as 
though some people would rejoice if the school 
would "go down," bo that, they might no more be 
solicited for money. Does money seem so valuable 
to you and education so insignificant that you 
would rather see its catastrophe than to give fifty 
or a hundred dollars to save it? If that hundicd 
or thousand or ten thousand dollars that you have 
an interest, and for which you have no earthly use, 
worth more to you than the souls of hundreds and 
thousands that might be led to Christ through the 
influence of Ashland College ? Some of you say 
you will give the last hundred dollars. Why not 
let it be the first after $12,500 ? It is more honor- 
able to be first in an enterprise than last, fe it 
your opinion that the debt can't be raised and that 
there is no danger of it being required of you ? If 
you are in favor of the College, then write out a 
blank note (no swindle about this) how much you 
are in favor ot it. If you are $50 worth or $100 
worth in favor of it, state it so. 

Yon would consider me a hypocrite if I were to 
n II you I am in favor oi the church of Christ 
and should not obey Christ's teachings nor do 
anything toward the church ; and yet men will say 
they are in lavor of the College and would be 
sorry to see it fail, though they never gave a cent 
to show their favor and perhaps never will. Breth- 
ren, shall the banner of Christian intelligence in the 
Brethren church bu trailed in the dust? Shall the 
signal ot distress that is now waving from the 
windows of the College arouse no compassion for 
the alleviation of necem>ary embarrassment V 
tShall this heaven-favored fraternity that has de- 
clared itself in sympathy with enlightenment now 
hand over the deed of Ashland College and say, 
"here take it ; we are not able for it?" Shall those 
excellent and commodius buildings now deterior 
ale to the interests of our came? Shall llios* few 
men who have linked their fortunes into the Col 
lege and borne the burden thus tar, now be left in 
ltnauciul embarrassment by reciev'mg simple indif- 
erence? Bret h re n for bid! God forbid! Save Ash- 
land College ! By saving the College you will re- 
lieve those men. Oh 1 let us "bear one another's 
burdens and so tulfill the law ot Christ." 

But men say, "wc will wait and see whether it 
wdl survive and then we will make donations." 
This is like saving a man's life alter he has sunk 
beneath the waves and perished. When it survives 
and prospers it may not need your donations.. Now! 
Now ! Now is the lime that it is sinking, and 
unless you put a foundation of gold and silver un- 
der it, it will sink into other hands. 

I am in favor of mental developement. With- 
out a mind we cannot comprehend God. Converse 
ly, the more mind a man has the more fully he can 
appreciate and comprehend God. A man without 
a mind is a brute in fact it not in form. Give the 
brute intelligence and you have a rational being. 
An ignorant man looks upon a flower and merely 
sees its lorm and colors ; but an intelligent man 
sees the stamens, pistils, filaments, calyx.eorola, &c. 
ii nd liaces it to some order and finally determines 
upon the family to which it belongs. So ignorance 
leca only on the outside of religion. Its ideas of 
God are crude, and the beauties of religion are not 
enjoyed oecausc not fully knowu . True it does 
not require much intelligence to be a Christian ; 
but to lie a Onristiin, and a Christian minister 
are entirely different stations. Many men know 
the way of salvation but they do not know it well 
enough to tell it to others. They have not studied 
and hence are not approved workmen. You know 
the more a man knows about a subject the better 


be is prepared to exercise judgment and comparison. 
Suppose your pecuniary circumstances compelled 
you to seek legal counsel. Where would you go 
for.it? Would you go to a man who knows noth- 
ing about law, a half-way lawyer, or a fulfltdged 
barrister who knows all about Blacks tone and "the 
code" ? Of course you would procure the most 
skillful practitioner obtainable because his reason- 
ings are logical and his conclusions true. So the 
idea that an ignorant mm with the usual amount 
of inspiration can propound the word of God, is 
preposterous and founded in ignorance. Ignorance 
begets superstition and superstition perverts the 
teachings of Christ. I do not claim that mental 
development is the only requisite to a successful 
ministry of the gospel , but I do claim that a suffic- 
ient amount of it is necessary in connection with 
the spirit to clothe the crude idea so that it may 
become beautiful and acceptable to the r< eipieut. 
Wherever you go the cry is "Intelligent preaching." 
Even the G. B'a delight to apply the appellation 
"Smart preacher.*' 

But there is another fact to be taken into con- 
sideration. There is living at Ashland a number 
of members of the church who if the College should 
fail would be without a place of worship. Let us 
think of them and then save for them the house of 
God, even Ashland College. "But," you say "there 
is so much to pay. There is the College debt, 
thtre are churches to be built, there are the evan- 
gelists to be paid, there is the ministry to be sup- 
ported, and other things that ought to be done 
and paid for." True, every word of it and more 
besides. There is much to lie done ; but I thank 
God that we are able for it all, and more beside*,. 
We are not as poor and weak and needy as we 
think we arc Why, we are a strong and mighty 
host, blest with sufficient gold and silver, backed 
up by the arm ol God, and able in every respect 
to meet all the necessities of the church. Surely 
Bro. J. V. Puteus states "The want" dearly when 
he says, "We want, verily, we do want more faith, 
more hope, more charity." No, it is nut the money 
that we lack; it is the willingness to give it. Oh I 
eon Id wc all become more energized hy itu spirit 
of Christ ; then the College debt would soon lie 
lifted ; church spires would pitrce the sky ; the bells 
of heaven would ring in heathen hands ; evanglists 
would go out into the world, swing open the gales 
of heaven, wring their hands, and ask sinners lu 
pass in and take (rout seats; pastors would l>e tell- 
ing the old s'ory to their flocks every Sabbath ; un- 
organized bodies woule flourish as the palm leaf ; 
and the college balls would thrill with energy that 
would swing'lhe entire brotherhood into renewed 
activity. O you brethren 1 Lift up your heads 
and look out into the swamps of Indiana. There 
is Bro. Holsinger wading through the difficulties 
of raising the debt. Then lift up your heads a lit- 
tle higher and see one of his daughters away up 
among the mountains ot Colorado. Then turn 
yourself about and among the ranges of the Apa- 
lachian system see his wife and another daughter. 
They had a beautiful home in Ohio and lived hap- 
pily together; but for the sake ot Ashland College 
ho exposed his property to public sale said farewell 
to wife and children and away he goes iuto 1 1 it- 
mountains and plains to solicit for the College. 
But he has done more than this. He has pledged 
himself to give perhaps more money in proportion 
to his worth than any other man in the entire broth- 
erhood. What earnestness I He denies himself 
of the happlnes-* of home, disposes of his properly 
and gives a portion of it toward the liquidation of 
the College debt, — all for the enlightenment of the 
ministry of the fraternity. He is working for 
your enlightenment and you don't seem to know 
it, neither do you appreciate it. "Cast thy bread 
upon the waters : for thou shalt find it after many 
days." In retnrn for your money he intends to 
send you better evangelists and better pastors.. 
How many of us would do for the College what h» 
is doing ? If every member had as much energy 
the College would be paid, endowed, a seven years 
course and a theological department established. 
Now brethren come, there is no use is saying wc 
want a College and then refuse to pay for it. I#t 
us not press shut our pocket books when o'hers 
are devoting all their time and energies to eavo the 
College. A, A. Cober. 

Glenford, O. 


